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principal features.    Piecemeal improvements were introduced from time to time, but I could never persuade the Porte to raise by public  loan a sufficient sum to meet the  cost of establishing a sound system, without which there could be no complete or effective cure.    The wretched state of the roads was, and I believe still is, another evil of great prejudice to Turkey.    The facilities of water-carriage owing to the   intermixture   of land   and   sea have, no doubt, partly remedied, as  well  as partly caused, that serious check on produce and trade.    The mischief however still operates to a degree which may yield in time to rail and steam, and probably to nothing short of those gigantic powers.    I strove in vain to open the Sultan's eyes on this subject.    Once at  my suggestion he sent one of his ministers to open  a carriage-road from Trebizond to the Persian frontier.     The work had scarcely begun when it was abandoned, and  its only results were a job of some profit to the agent and the leaving a wide field of lucrative commerce open to Russian enterprize. Another important object of my endeavours  fared no better. The long frontier between Turkey and Greece lay constantly open to the inroads of sympathizers from the latter country and of brigands from both.    Nothing was more easy than to have formed a chain of military posts on the Turkish sides, backed by a strong station of reserve and a small force of cavalry for communication.   If I had to docket this little plan, the words would be ' virtually accepted, effectually limboed ' ! In contrast with these abortive efforts it is pleasant to state that freedom of conscience in religious matters, and (more recently) the admission of foreigners to   the possession  of landed property, have formally and really become the law of the land, and to the credit of my predecessors the trade of Turkey with foreign countries, as regulated by treaty, has been made to rest on principles of better effect, and brighter promise than before.     Upon the whole it may be fairly said that if there is much to deplore in the administrative condition of Turkey, there is also reason to rejoice, and room for hope as to its further improvement.
" In principle all that could be reasonably required was finally obtained, publicly proclaimed, and formally recorded
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